From: info@voterswithfacts.com [mailto:info@voterswithfacts.com]
Sent: Tuesday, June 10, 2014 4:44 PM
To: Andrew Dowd; Andrew Fefer; Mark Halvorson; Marty Green; Tom Giffey; Julian Emerson;
news@weau.com; newsroom@ecpc.com; news@midwestfamilyec.com; news@wqow.com; John Murphy;
Rich Kremer; Vicki McKenna; Mark Belling (WISN Milwaukee - Talk Radio)
Subject: PRESS RELEASE: Developer Attempts to Block a Public Hearing on the North Barstow Parking
Ramp Issue
Developer Attempts to Block Public Input on the North Barstow Parking Ramp
The principal of the major North Barstow Street development firm (Dan Clumpner of
Commonweal) sent an email today to each of the Eau Claire Council members in an attempt
to prevent a public hearing on the North Barstow parking ramp. The City has not yet
decided whether in fact to build the ramp, which has an estimated cost of $10.3 million. The
ramp's design cost alone is over $400,000. Mr. Clumpner also advocated the elimination of
public hearings on most development issues. He stated:

If you believe in the abilities of your professional staff, you will trust they
understand the issues and offer recommendations best for implementing the
community plans and strategies.
The email follows below:

Begin forwarded message:
From: Dan Clumpner <dclumpner@commonwealdc.com>
Date: June 10, 2014 at 11:08:55 AM CDT
To: Andrew Werthmann <andrew.werthmann@EC-citycouncil.com>, Bob VonHaden
<bob.vonhaden@EC-citycouncil.com>, "Catherine Emmanuel (catherine.emmanuel@ECcitycouncil.com)" <catherine.emmanuel@EC-citycouncil.com>, Dave Duax <David.Duax@ECcitycouncil.com>, Dave Klinkhammer <david.klinkhammer@EC-citycouncil.com>, Dave Strobel
<David.Strobel@EC-citycouncil.com>, Kathy Mitchell <Kathy.Mitchell@EC-citycouncil.com>,
Kerry Kincaid <kerry.kincaid@EC-citycouncil.com>, Mark Olson <mark.olson@ECcitycouncil.com>, Michael Xiong <Michael.Xiong@ec-citycouncil.com>, Monica lewis
<Monica.Lewis@EC-citycouncil.com>
Cc: "Russell.VanGompel@eauclairewi.gov" <Russell.VanGompel@eauclairewi.gov>
Subject: public hearing

I think the question of the North Barstow ramp is an easy one; if you believe in the
redevelopment planning and processes in place and wish to capitalize on existing momentum,
the ramp is necessary to accommodate demand and to provide sites for more development.
If you believe in the abilities of your professional staff, you will trust they understand the issues
and offer recommendations best for implementing the community plans and strategies.
If you subscribe the strategy of slowing everything down to kill the Confluence project, then the
additional process requirement might make more sense to you.
The important question isn’t about the parking ramp as much as it should be about process. I’d
like to suggest that if a public hearing is to be held, you also address the following:




What

items from the budget or adopted City plans should be eligible for additional public hearing?
Should everything be eligible for reconsideration? What is the measure for determining what issues
rise to this level?
What is the appropriate role of the Council, collectively and individually, in operating under a Manager
form of local government? It seems to me that the role of the Council has changed. We should have
public discussion to help determine whether or not that’s a good thing or a model contrary to effective
municipal organization.

Thank you for your consideration.
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